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MEDITERRANEAN FRUIT FLY CONTROL 
Grievance 

MR F.A. ALBAN (Swan Hills) [9.26 am]: My grievance is to Hon Ken Baston, the Minister for Agriculture 
and Food in the other place, represented in the Legislative Assembly by Hon Terry Redman. My grievance is 
about an issue that has continued to plague the agricultural industry in Swan Hills and around the state. Although 
it is primarily a federal issue, and I have discussed it with the federal member for Pearce, who is supportive at 
that level, the effects are relevant at a state level. Mediterranean fruit fly, or medfly, as it is commonly known, is 
a voracious pest that has the potential to all but destroy complete crops. As many options exist, the management 
and control of fruit fly rate amongst the top of the list of concerns in both the grape-growing communities in the 
Swan Valley and the broader fruit-growing district within the hills region. 
The role of fenthion in combatting the threat of fruit fly has been substantial. However, global trends over the 
past 15 years have, I believe, seen a diminished use of it. Although, as I understand it, the chemical has not been 
banned globally, as is often stated, I am informed that it is the only pesticide to control fruit fly maggots and the 
only pesticide to be effective against all stages of the fruit fly’s life cycle. Commercial growers are responsible 
chemical users, and without a proven alternative to fenthion being introduced, they will suffer. According to the 
industry groups, replacement maggot controls under evaluation by the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary 
Medicines Authority are likely to be so for some four to five years. Although alternative chemicals are available 
for other parts of the medfly’s life cycle for stone and pome fruit, there is no registered product for effective 
control of this pest on grapes. In addition, any new chemicals given temporary permits need to have a short 
withholding period such as seven days. New proposed alternatives of 21 days have been raised as being 
ineffective with table grapes. 
At present, no chemical alternative to fenthion is available. A non-chemical alternative to fenthion use is a type 
of area-wide management known as the sterile insect technique, or SIT. Sterile male flies are bred and released 
into an area, thereby limiting the pest’s ability to breed. For some areas that are more isolated, this form of 
control is more cost efficient and successful than in broader ranging areas. Recently, the Department of 
Agriculture and Food Western Australia ran trials in both Roleystone and Jarrahdale utilising the SIT 
methodology. Could the minister please advise the results of these SIT trials, whether additional trials will be 
scheduled, and DAFWA’s position on SIT as a broader control method for fruit fly? 
Although SIT may be a viable alternative in the hills, I have, unfortunately, been advised by stakeholders that 
SIT simply cannot work in the Swan Valley due to its proximity to the urban interface. Without effective 
chemical strategies, losses as high as 75 per cent in varieties have been floated. With high costs impacted by 
factors such as the recent importation of Californian fruit, and costs associated with packing infected fruit—costs 
that will escalate without fenthion to control medfly—it is not hard to see that many vignerons may go to the 
wall. 
The threat from unattended and abandoned backyard fruit trees throughout the metropolitan area poses an 
ongoing management issue for this industry. People living within the local government districts of Swan, 
Mundaring, Kalamunda, Gosnells, Armadale, and Serpentine–Jarrahdale are in gazetted fruit fly control areas, 
which means they are obliged to control this pest on their properties. Compliance with good husbandry practices 
would require support from the local government of that locality. It is the responsibility of growers, amateur 
orchardists and, indeed, anyone with a fruit tree to minimise breeding opportunities for medfly and to ensure that 
good orchard husbandry is maintained. Perhaps local governments could take a more active policing role to 
ensure that standards are maintained and that there is less risk for neighbouring areas. 
While for some people a case of medfly might mean that their little fruit garden in the backyard is less 
productive and that a quick trip to the shops will be required for snacks, for growers it means that their livelihood 
is at risk. It is true that the profit margins for agriculture are often wafer thin, and despite the romance of year-
long access to foreign fruit and vegetables, the threat to our local farms and produce should be of concern to all 
of us. We all agree that access to high-quality, fresh, locally grown produce is worth pursuing for our families 
and our communities. It is up to everybody with a fruit tree or vegetable patch in his or her backyard, not just 
commercial growers, to control fruit fly. Diversifying reliance on a single method and using as many fruit fly 
reduction tools as possible is the best way to succeed, as we cannot predict what the future holds. 

Could the minister please advise what alternatives to fenthion the Department of Agriculture and Food has been 
researching for the control of medfly and whether any education programs have been run to inform fruit and 
grape growers of the current situation and alternative control methods presently available? This is an industry 
with some exciting prospects, particularly following the recent free trade agreement with Japan, and it remains 
an important industry for our economy. I believe this industry needs direction and assistance from peak industry 
bodies and support and direction from local, state, and federal governments if it is to survive, as I know the state 
wants it to. 
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MR D.T. REDMAN (Warren–Blackwood — Minister for Regional Development) [9.32 am]: I thank the 
member for Swan Hills for his grievance. He is extremely accurate in his assessment of the importance of the 
hills orchardists and other fruit growers close to Perth in their contribution to producing fresh, safe food. He is 
also accurate in his highlighting of the impact of the rules change that the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary 
Medicines Authority has put in place with regard to fenthion. Medfly is of significant concern to Western 
Australian fruit growers, but until now they have been able to effectively control it with the use of this particular 
pesticide. There has been a change in a regulatory arrangements at a federal level because it has been determined 
that the use of fenthion may, in some situations, pose undue risks to the environment and to human health. It is 
my understanding that last year Western Australian growers sought and were granted an extension to the 
deadline for the change in those regulations, but that changed deadline is now bearing down on them in August 
this year. There will be a new set of regulations put in place that will effectively cancel all fenthion-based pest 
control and home garden products except for fenthion one per cent dust, and ban all horticultural use of fenthion, 
except post-harvest dipping of tropical and subtropical inedible peel fruits. The growers are quite rightly 
concerned about what happens next. 

The Department of Agriculture and Food is taking some action. As the member will appreciate, if we are to put 
in place processes other than direct action through the use of a chemical, we need to do it on an area-wide basis, 
and I guess that is the challenge. As the member pointed out in his grievance, there are smaller home growers 
who have one or two trees in their backyard and that, of course, could be the source of an infestation that could 
have an impact on commercial growers. The Department of Agriculture and Food is putting in place a number of 
trials, some funded by Horticulture Australia Ltd, to look at alternative strategies on a whole-of-orchard and 
area-wide basis, particularly in those gazetted areas, as part of the process of ensuring that there is compliance 
from home growers who have one or two trees in their backyard. There are also processes and trials in place to 
try to develop strategies that can be deployed on an area-wide basis to create longer term controls, notably 
around baiting, trapping, orchard hygiene and any other permitted sprays orchardists are able to use. 

The notes I have been given by the honourable Minister for Agriculture and Food in the other place state that a 
new permit was issued by the APVMA in September 2013 for clothianidin, marketed as Samurai, to control fruit 
fly in pome fruit, stone fruit and persimmons. This may prove to be a partial substitute for fenthion cover sprays. 

The member also referred to sterile insect technique, which is heavily dependent upon getting significant 
numbers of sterile fruit flies released for every wild fly out there. It works on the principle that fruit flies mate 
only once, and if they happen to mate with a sterile fly, they are not then in a position to lay eggs that will turn 
into maggots and therefore impact upon fruit. I am told that the technique is not a silver bullet, and I understand 
that; its success is based on other strategies running alongside it to ensure that its impact is more significant. 
There are other strategies in place to try to reduce the wild population to ensure that the use of the SIT strategy is 
more effective than it would be if it were to be applied on its own. Indeed, funds from royalties for regions have 
been leveraged along with Horticulture Australia Ltd funding for a SIT project in Carnarvon to deal with 
Mediterranean fruit fly. 

The government is very aware of these circumstances and the Minister for Agriculture and Food has met with 
the hills growers, some of whom are probably within the member for Swan Hills’ electorate. A ministerial staffer 
has also met with them to talk about whether the recognised biosecurity groups strategy—part of the Biosecurity 
and Agricultural Management Act—could be an effective tool for the coordination of biosecurity responses by 
growers to fruit fly management. 

In summary, the Department of Agriculture and Food is supporting trial projects; I do not yet know the results of 
those trial projects, but I am happy to organise a briefing with the department for the member. These trials are to 
try to develop a coordinated approach, on an area-wide basis, to finding alternatives to the very effective 
chemical fenthion. The strategies are around coordinating baiting, trapping, orchard hygiene and permitted 
sprays, as I mentioned, and the gazettal of those areas to ensure that there is some sort of compliance. 
I do not yet have the detail of the outcomes of those trials, which was one of the questions the member asked. 
I will coordinate with the Minister for Agriculture and Food’s office and try to arrange a briefing from the 
Department of Agriculture and Food. The member quite rightly highlighted this challenge and has accurately 
reflected it. There was a representation from the Western Australian government last year to see whether any 
work could be done by the APVMA to accept alternative strategies for the use of fenthion that did not impact on 
the environment and people’s health, as it has been argued it may do, but we have been unsuccessful in gaining 
anything more permanent than a year’s extension of time. Another interesting thing that I did not know until 
I read these notes today is that the APVMA is an independent body and the minister is unable to overturn its 
views, which means that even the minister is not in a position to change the judgements that it makes. I will 
organise and coordinate a briefing with the Department of Agriculture and Food on the research work it is doing, 
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and with a greater level of coordination with commercial and private growers we can hopefully develop a 
response that will help them.  
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